
ADVENT  
2020 

      

 
  

 

 
 

The Advent Wreath 
 
The Advent wreath is a circular evergreen wreath with five candles, four 
around the wreath and one in the center. 

• The wreath’s circle reminds us that God is eternal, with no beginning 
and no end. 

• The green speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of 
renewal and eternal life. 

• The four outer candles represent the waiting period during the four 
Sundays of Advent which themselves symbolize the four centuries of 
waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 

• The flame is a symbol of the one who is “the light of the world”, the 
one who comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life 
and hope. 

• The progressive candle lighting symbolizes our waiting experience. 
As the candles are lit over the four-week period, the darkness recedes 
and there is greater and greater brightness.  

From Noel Piper’s Treasuring God in Our Traditions 
 

“We are a people of promise. For centuries God prepared His people for the coming of his Son, our only hope. At 
Christmas we celebrate the fulfillment of the promises God made—that he would make a way for us to draw near to 
him.  
 

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus and means “arrival” or “coming.” The season of Advent, 
which originated in the 6th century A.D., is a four-week period preceding December 25th during which Christians 
dedicate themselves both to remembrance and to anticipation; to slow down and look behind us to Christ’s first 
coming and ahead of us to the Second Coming. 
 

Advent helps us remember that we are located between these two arrivals, seemingly stuck somewhere after 
the “already” but still within the “not yet” of God’s kingdom. By looking into the past, we are reminded of all that 
Christ has done. By looking into the future, we’re expectant of all Christ will do.”  
 

Probably the two most common symbols of Advent are a wreath with candles and a calendar. Each is a way of waiting 
for Christmas.  Last year, we made Advent calendars together. The wreath you are making this year may be used in 
conjunction with the calendar, or on its own as a visual reminder of what we are waiting for at Christmas.  
 

There is a lot of symbolism associated with the wreath which may help to “connect the dots” to the meaning of the 
season, especially for our children. 
 
 

 



 

To Celebrate With an Advent Wreath  

 
 

On the first Sunday of Advent  (or during the first week of Advent)… 
Light the first (purple) candle of the advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE. This helps draw our 
minds and hearts to the anticipation of the coming of God’s Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness – on them has light shone.”  - Isaiah 9:2 
 

 

On the second Sunday of Advent  (or during the second week of Advent)… 

We relight the candle of HOPE and also light the second (purple) candle. This is the candle of PEACE. As we prepare for 
the coming of Jesus, we remember that He is the Prince of Peace.  
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” -  Isaiah 9:6-7  
 

On the third Sunday of Advent  (or during the third week of Advent)… 

We relight the first two candles, the candle of HOPE and the candle of PEACE, and we light the third (pink) candle.  This 
is the candle of JOY.  As the coming of Jesus, our Savior, draws nearer, our joy builds with our anticipation of his birth. 

“And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.”  - Luke 2:10 
 
On the fourth Sunday of Advent  (or during the fourth week of Advent)… 
We relight the candles of HOPE, PEACE and JOY, and we light the fourth (purple) candle. This is the candle of LOVE. The 
angels announced the good news of a savior sent to us by God because He loved us. Jesus, in his time on earth,  
demonstrated that love to us. Advent is a time to love others as God has loved us. 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 - John 13:34-35 
 
On Christmas Eve  
We light all of the candles of the advent wreath. First, we light the candle of HOPE because Jesus is our hope. Second, 
we light the candle of PEACE because Jesus is our Prince of Peace. Third, we light the candle of JOY, because the birth 
of our savior brought  joy to all people. Fourth, we light the candle of LOVE because God is love, and He demonstrated 
that love to us in sending His Son. Finally, we light a center (white) candle. This is the CHRIST candle. It reminds us that 
Jesus is the center of the season. Jesus is born and He is our salvation. 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law.” – 
Galatians 4:4 


